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Back in 1989 little did Pastor Dale and I know what 
JESUS was beginning to create. We visited the 
opportunity to visit another continent a year before, yet 
our plans were changed. 

We were a church in Conifer, Colorado. That is in the 
Rocky Mountains above 8000 feet above sea level. 
About 25 miles from Denver. One hundred people in a 
service filled the sanctuary.  

We had much yet desired to do some good to others. 
So, we believe to others less fortunate — in our eyes. 
Little did we know. Yes, many were blessed with our 
giving. Both the adults plus their children. 

This is a different writing as we will visit many different 
reports that people wrote decades ago. Then we will 
visit a little information on their life today! Parents 
beware as you will learn how valuable you are to your 
youngsters in PARENTAL LEADERSHIP. 

Now  tuff truth few people can understand today. 
That is true to most parents and even public-school 
people. Yes, public schools serve a fine service many 
depend upon. As anything if done correctly our society 
profits well. Yet, when societal teaching is on the 
negative agenda our youth do not learn the finest in 
personal, emotional, personal, and SPIRITUAL truth! 
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TRUTH I N PARENTING 
In the late 1980's a small group in Conifer Community 
Church decided to go to Galeana, Mexico for a short 
Mission trip. There were 18 people from three 
generations. Grandparents, parents and children. None 
knew what was about to occur. 

No cell phones, yet we did have CB radios in each 
vehicle. We learned quickly to certain techniques. In 
daylight drive with head lights on, to recognize the 
other vehicles Each) stop every person needs to visit 
the bathroom. Every stop! The CB radio kept all 
interested every time we would visit or sing songs. 
Pastor Dale got good at thinking he was Tom Bobette, 
saying "We will leave the light on for you" when talking 
about a motel for the evening. He was so good at 
mimicking Mr. Bobette, every trip Pastor Dale on he 
used that saying repetitively 

Having three generations was super special each 
generation to learn from another. One future trip we 
even had four generations we had a great 
Grandmother on one of our trips. One early morning 
we arose before sun up for devotions with the group. 
Great Grandmother was not there plus we were minus 
a male college student. A few minutes after we began, 
here they came. He had gone to her room to get her. 
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She needed a couple minutes more. Then he walked 
her to our devotion.  That was a beautiful site, walking 
together holding hands! 

From youth, we all learn powerful lessons. On our first 
trip in 1989 one of the young men named Tyler had 
just graduated from High school. He had two brothers 
with him on this trip. Sometimes us adults learn from 
the youth. You can now read what he had to say about 
this venture of his. It really was special and changed 
everything we did in the future. 

Our last night in Galeana, Mexico he stayed up late and 
wrote the following: 

GUYS 

Our trip had gone better than I ever could have 
expected. I was very hesitant and was not sure if the 
whole trip was worthwhile. I was completely wrong. I 
got more that I could ever imagined out of it. I also 
made 17 new friends. Since I've known all of you, I have 
thought of all of you as people from my church. Now I 
think of you as good friends. 
Diane, you are a great person. You are the unsung hero 
of the group. I admire your willingness to help us in any 
way you can and get the job done no matter what it 
takes. I wish you the best of luck in your move to 
Nebraska. 
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Polly & Al You two are quite a team. The both of you 
take all the parental love for us as your own child and 
share that love with all of us young adults. You are the 
kind of people that will pry into someone but at the 
right time know exactly what to say or do in whatever 
circumstance. I am glad you could make the trip with 
us. 

Mrs. Patten & Mrs. Stengel, I have never met a nicer 
pair of G. B's. This trip has given us the opportunity to 
get to know each other better. We had a lot of good 
laughs. You guys are the first moms I've ever been 
friends with. Both of you are good people and you 
make your families very lucky people. Thanks for 
everything. 

Dr. V (Steve) It was a pleasure hanging drywall with you. 
I am glad you were able to come to Mexico with us.  I 
also like your idea of "nail tactic”. I wish we had that in 
our household when we were growing up. You are an 
easy guy to get along with. We have been roommates 
the entire trip and things have gone so smoothly. Your 
snoring doesn't even bother me. Keep up the good job 
in whatever you do. 

Pastor Dale & PJ, Thanks for everything. You guys have 
been doing a great job since I have known you. Mrs. 
Reger, you show your love for GOD and others better 
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than anyone I've ever known. You with that trait will 
always be very special to me. Pastor Dale, you've done 
an excellent job for all of us. I really like the way you 
handled and presented the devotions for all of us. I am 
so used to devotions being lectured to us or by a 
chapter at a time. I got more out of these devotions 
than any other, and for that I thank you. The both of 
you do more for Conifer Community Church and me 
than we could ever ask. 

DAD, well if it wasn't for you, I would not have the 
reason to write this letter on all the empty pages of my 
journal. You put together and organized this great trip 
in a terrific manner, that is second to none.  

 I have the highest respect for you and am glad to be 
your son.  Well to finish this letter up so that I can go to 
bed, I hope this trip that all of us shared means as much 
to you guys as it does to me. 

I thank you all, 
Love, TYLER 

Something POWERFUL? This was written 31 years 
ago; can you even guess the results of it? Sometimes 
even what you do in each day is treasured for a long 
time. 

After one more mission trip we decided to have each 
participant on the last night of the trip to write a paragraph or 
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two to evaluate the trip. This really was a result of what Tyler 
wrote the last night on the trip What he did turned into a 
present to others. He did not realize that either. That is 
exactly what we did for the following years. You will be 
presented in this book some of their writings from decades 
ago. Then you will also read directly what that individual is 
doing today in the present. 

TYLER TODAY 

Is the father of three boys! His feminine boss has her 
master's degree and does special Education in Littleton 
Academy part time. Older son plays high school football 
and has a 4.0 grade point average. Middle son plays 
soccer at the highest level of his age group, plus being a 
high scorer on his basketball team. His youngest son, 
normally is the highest scorer on his basketball team in 
the second grade, plus doing hat tricks on his soccer 
team since he was three years of age. 

Tyler builds multi-million-dollar homes in the 
Denver Metropolitan Area.   One he is constructing 
now has a tower crane on site permanently to 
build a home! One time in Winter Park he built a 
private home of 16,000 square feet for a home 
owner. Then he completed a garage for the owner 
of about $300,000. 
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It is super interesting when youngsters are encouraged 
with CHRISTIAN PRINCIPALS to OBSERVE and liver by. 
They are in each of their massive learning years of how 
to live. Later we will visit many other young 
missionary's decades ago. What they had to say about 
their trip. Then what they are doing twenty years later. 
 

NEED A FEW SUGGESTIONS OF SCHOOL AGE YOUTH? 
 

A short story of powerful business man who pastors an 
intercity church.  Female adopted child that become an 
emergency room physician.  High school student 
graduates from Colorado School of Mines (3.9) and is 
now with Wycliffe in China for years. 

Five brothers/sisters that graduates from CO-School 
of-Mines! 

An eighth-grade girl attended a mission trip, later 
married now she and her husband run a CHRISTIAN 
camp with 5000 campers! 

A family (dad drove for UPS) all did missionary service in 
South America, for years! 

Enough of that. JESUS, said "it is more blessed to give 
than to receive" in Acts 20-35. What does that really 
mean? This is a good discussion for each of us to 
possess. So, let us begin with BIBICAL TEACHING. 
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In the beginning of chapter one of the BIBLE it tells us 
we were made in GOD's image. If we were made in HIS 
image should we not be like him? This costs NOTHING! 

START WITH INTERESTING STORIES! 

MISSIONARY events do not have to be in other 
countries. Please open your mind to many interesting 
mission events you can originate or be involved in. Need 
some suggestions? Following is something to get your 
thinker thinking. Please do not get hung up with 
conventional thinking on mission services. Some can be 
super short, inexpensive, all with special blessings to 
your emotional spirit and others. So here we go with 
some ideas.  

Assist the staff in a soup kitchen. 
Make and hand out cookies to the homeless. 

Lock Inn in the church to make cookies for seniors. 

2-hour weekly youth program, game, food, music 
devotions by youth. 

Overnight program at Cheyanne Mountain Zoo! 
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We went to a city in Iowa that had a flash flood one-
week end. This city was over 600 miles one way. This is 
a report from a high school senior. 

When we were traveling to Iowa, I was trying to 
imagine what kind of work we were going to be doing. I 
never thought we would be helping home owners 
remove everything that was destroyed in their homes 
dumping the stuff on the curb so it could be hauled off. 
What surprised me the most was the willingness and 
help from all the volunteers. One morning one other 
guy and I were helping a guy clean out his basement 
and by the end of the day there were about with of us. I 
really enjoyed watching the communities pull together 
to help each other out.  

Scott — High School Senior 

 
This was over 20 years ago; Scott became a fine 
carpenter craftsman. 
He did super well and later marry a girl that did 
missionary services 

 
with him. He assisted his wife to become an emergency 
room physician. They now have several children and he 
is the home mom.  Time moves hopefully into each of 
us to continue to improve our family services. 
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We were on our way to Berean Mission in New Mexico 
and I driving while visiting with an 8th grader. This was a 
new mission trip about 400 miles away. Visiting with 
young people is always a pleasure to me as I learn so 
much from them as to their goals. What encourages 
them, what they desire to learn, how successful they 
are as a student and what is important to them. 

She began to ask me questions on my family yet I kind 
of reversed the discussion by asking her to tell me what 
it was like in school, what she On a CHRISTIAN MISSION 
trip as the leader this was a shock to me. I felt this on 
my interior but she never knew that. I contained my 
emotions, pleasantry, facial expressions and made a 
good decision to try to be a good leading adult. Below is 
her report on this trip. 

11We have all been working hard around here. There is 
lots of work to be done too. Jim Davis and Wanda 
Jenkins have been working on putting new insulation in 
the dining hall. Erma Pritsch, Andie Davis, Sara Shulz, 
Sheri Trotter and I have been working in the school 
building on painting chalk boards and moping and 
waxing floors. We have been working about 10 hours 
every day. 
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This was super interesting as Hillary and I developed a 
good relationship, even after her high school years. In 
her younger years, she accepted JESUS, graduated from 
high school After that she married and asked me if I 
could find them a home. I was a realtor. This we did and 
they bought a home in greater downtown Denver. 

The next Short Report 

This mission trip made all of us realize how important 
serving God is. In many ways, our eyes were opened to 
many things. It was a new and exciting experience for 
everyone. We went from support from ourselves and 
others and came back realizing that God's support is 
what really mattered through everything. 

Working both physically and spiritually brought the 12 
of us closer than ever. Through God's love we managed 
to pull together and make every opportunity all that it 
could be. The protection of New Mexico and each other 
only lasted for so long. And at some of our strongest 
moments, we felt so weak against the force of the 
world. What New Mexico really meant to me is that 
being humble and broken before God can mean 
strength against the world. God will and can protect 
you if you let HIM. 

Amber 
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Now, Amber was a late middle schooler when this trip 
occurred. She did multiple other trips, graduated from 
high school then attended John Brown college in 
Alabama. There as a sophomore she became the ropes 
coarse instructor. 

One long week end we made a mission trip to John 
Brown. Amber took our whole group for a rope coarse 
treat. This old writer was in his early 50's and got to go 
on the high rope ride down the hill. Pictures will prove 
it. 

What is going on today with Amber and her husband 
Mike? They operate a camp named ID RA HA JE. That 
is short for "I'd Rather Have JESUS"! Last year they had 
over 5000 campers. Now they are working on finishing 
a gymnasium that cost over one million dollars! 

CAN YOU HANDLE ANOTHER? 

This is a wild $20.00 story you cannot imagine that 
occurred in 
Kentucky on 1 25. Our van pulling a trailer was headed 
for a mission in Southern Kentucky. A young mom 
pulled up in the second lane to our van with many 
children inside honking her horn and pointing to pull 
over. Our van and trailer had MISSIONARY BUILDERS 
painted on all sides. 
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She and Mr. Mike our driver pulled over. She got out 
of her vehicle, walked up to Mr. Mile and gave him a 
$20.00 bill. She said she did not know what he was 
going to do with it, but she liked what we were doing. 

Additionally, we would stop at some restaurants for 
supper with 20 to 48 youngsters for supper. Each 
participant was limited to a small amount for supper 
from group funds. On several occasions, we I was 
approached by an older adult and asked what we were 
doing. They would previously read our van and trailer 
signs, then come in side and frequently ask what we 
were doing. I would tell them; they would ask if we 
could have desert. I would tell them of the shortage of 
funding so normally no one ordered it! 

Then on several trips the unidentified stranger said this 
to me. "Have them order any desert and I will pay for 
it"! Special treats and blessings begin to occur when 
you do not think of them! 

This is my first Missionary Builders trip and I thought it 
was wonderful! Everyone here is sweet! They are 
always willing and attentive. I am glad I got to know 
them all. 
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When we went to Promise Keepers, it was amazing. I 
got so much more out of it than I expected. Even 
though we were doing a very small job we still could 
reap the hoys of being there. 

A couple of things I will remember about or trip is that 
first, I made some nee friends n second, I witnessed an 
event in which 70,000 men came to worship God and 
fellowship with other men. This trip brought me closer 
to God also. Even when this trip is over, I will always 
remember the fun and joy we had in serving our 
Creator. 

Thank you so much, Bethany, Eighth Grade 

One cannot imagine how I was rewarded on this trip. 
Here I am 54 years of age with a bunch of youngsters in 
a huge football stadium near Dallas, Texas. Over 70,000 
men. I had one of the younger high school girls 
approach me and ask a private question probably no 
one has ever asked to a senior man not related to her. 
The young people always called me, Mr. D. 

Here was her question. "Mr. D, do you think I could 
ever marry a PROMISE KEEPER"! That is how powerful 
these 70,000 men could be to younger females! Men, 
are you a PROMISE KEEPER? 
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This young lady became a cheer leader at her college. 
She graduated, married and is a powerful leader 
within her total family, Christian Community, and 
public society. 

Then and Now! 

Tyler, Quinn, Andie, Scott, Jay, Shawn, Amber, Sharie 
2001, Nurse 

Nancy, Financing, Recipe Book, Music Book, Cheyanne 
Mountain Zoo, 

Vehicle Trailers, Picture Socials, Jennifer/Scott, 
Adriane, Iowa, 

MORE TO COME 

PLANNING EMANCIPATION 

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY 

CHEYANE MOUNTAIN ZOO 

PROMISE KEEPERS 

RAINBOW ACRES 

COOK BOOK 

MUSIC BOOK 
FINANCING - PICTURE SOCIAL 

GETTING CREATIVE 

REPORT COMMITTEE 
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GIVING ACTS 20-35 

IOWA 

Creativity from Conifer Community Church? Once a 
long time ago a flash food occurred in Des Moines, 
Iowa. A few youngsters at Conifer Community Church 
were told this. 

A $20.00 deposit is required by you. 

Obtain $10.00 from 10 different people with names 
and addresses. 

Leave Friday, Return Monday 

Serve flood victim's! 

With the names and addresses we could send each 
donor a complete report of what their tax donation 
accomplished. Also, they were invited to a picture 
social one week after our return. There they could 
visit with the youth, see pictures, and emotionally 
receive powerful testimony what their monetary 
donation accomplished! 
 

Here is a report from Scott a High School Senior. 
When we were traveling to Iowa, I was trying to 
imagine what kind of work we were going to do. I never 
thought we would be helping home owners remove 
everything that was destroyed in their homes and 
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dumping the stuff on the curb so it could be hauled off. 
What surprised me the most was the willingness and 
help from all the volunteers. One morning one other 
guy and I were helping a guy clean out his basement 
and by the end of the day there were about eight of us. 
I really enjoyed watching the communities pull together 
to help each other out. 

Authors note: One day prior to our trip Scott shows up 
in my office in Conifer wearing a sport coat and tie! No 
one, especially a high school student, in the mountain 
town of Conifer dresses like that! I asked Scott what he 
was doing? He told me he was going to visit my 
business neighbors to acquire the ten donors and 
addresses. So be it! 

40 minutes late he was back in my office. I asked him 
what he was about to do. Then he told me he was 
done. Trying to be a little humorous I asked him, 
what took you so long? WOW, then I got the real 
story. The following is what he told me. 

"You know that insurance man running an insurance 
business on the upper level? We got into an argument. 
He tried to give me a $20.00 bill with his name and 
address. I told him he had to take a $10.00 refund as 
that was all we needed! So, goes life! 

Here is the Leaders Report from Iowa Mission 
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Linda, Jack, Torrance, Ellen, and Phyllis, all seniors 
flooded out, have you to thank for Missionary Builder 
assistance in Des Moines the week end of July 24 and 
25, 1993. Your monetary contribution did powerful 
work and each of the above were straightened by the 
assistance they received. Homes were cleaned, trash 
removed, and basements looking like war zones were 
restored to some semblance of order. 

Ralph, a young father gentle in spirit, was extremely 
thank full for the nail removal and kitchen cleaning we 
assisted in. A few months earlier he had completed 
remodeling this home. Now, every piece of drywall, 
plaster, lath, and carpet was in a trash heap out by the 
cub. His home was reduced to only framing studs. Yet 
he remained soft, gentle, and very appreciative to our 
young people who have you to thank for sending them 
there. 

One more item. A local pastor 51 years of age, recently 
diagnosed with terminal throat cancer received 
$400.00 from YOU to assist in rebuilding his flooded 
home. YOU DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

GOD loves your gift and so does MISSIONRY BUILDERS. 

MULTIPLE GENERATIONS ARE ENCOURAGED! 
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Sometimes we do not really understand well enough 
the value of differ generations that each can give to 
other generations. Yes, we best understand parents and 
children. Then with grandparents it begins to get a little 
more clouded. Even more so with great grandparents. 
Missionary Builders did not really pay much attention to 
that notion. 

Every time we had parents and children, even 
grandparents. One time, on a 10-mile hike into the 
Grand Canyon with 22 Missionary Builders we had 
Mom, Dad, Grandpa plus a nursing baby. 

On a Mission to Galeana, 1,700 miles one way we 
enjoyed having a Great Grandmother. One morning 
near Dallas we stayed in a motel, had devotions at 5:30 
AM before we traveled for the day. Great Grandmother 
Margaret was absent. I waited a few minutes after we 
began. Then a few minutes later a young male 
Missionary Builder showed up walking down the side 
walk holding hands with Great Grandmother Margaret. 

Her report was kind of short on that trip —just three 
short sentences. "What a blessing this trip was for me. 
I saw 21 young people that all knew JESUS. Everything 
worked together so well" Great Grandmother 
Margaret. 
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PAST CATCHES UP WITH CONIFER COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

Shortly after Conifer Community Church began 
Missionary Builders, we heard from a previous youth 
pastor. That was Randy Strickland. He was at Rainbow 
Acres, in Camp Verdi, Arizona. Rainbow Acres, serves 
handicapped adults with full time meals, lodging, plus 
necessary medical attention as they can provide. 

So, we did. Upon arrival, he asked us if we could 
construct them a volley ball court outside. Not 
knowing dimensions, Mr. Mike took a couple high 
schoolers to the local School to inquire sizes, etc. 

Upon their return, we began to build their new valley 
ball court. It was regulation size. Three day later we 
needed some fill material for the court. I informed 
Quinn (a senior high schooler) to go order the fill 
material. Quin informed me he did not know how much 
material to order. All I said to him do the math. Width 
times length times depth, divide by cubic feet and 
order. Just look up sand and gravel in the yellow pages. 
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Quinn ordered and all went perfectly. We had the 
resources of labor, material, desire, intuition, financial 
plus spiritual. The ranchers enjoyed their new Volley 
Ball official out door court! 

Missionary Builders, performed multiple trips to 
Rainbow Acres. You can visit their web site today to 
learn more. 

CONIFER COMMUNITY CHURCH continued to move on 
into many different areas of encouraging youth. GOD 
gave them resources to use and that they did. It really 
is a matter of using the resources possessed currently 
to receive blessings that JESUS tells us about in Acts 
20:35 

Some MISSIONARY BUILDER ACTIVITIES 

RAINBOW ACRES 

GALEANA, MEXICO 

IOWA FLOOD 

BEREAN MISSION 

HAVASUPI 

ARKANSAW RIVER RAFT TRIP 

CHEYANNE MOUNTAIN ZOO 

KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE 
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As CHRISTIAN LEADER'S we are to LEAD AHEAD and 
do not lead from behind. Following are some of the 
faithful techniques we constantly tried to live by. Our 
youngsters many times exceeded what us adults 
encouraged the mission groups to demonstrate. 

Read these well. Consider for yourself some character 
builders you wish to build up in your own personality 
to share with your family and other. 

QUOTES TO USE 
PARENTS — if you are falling to plan you are 

planning to fail. 

Make your vocation your vocation. 
JESUS DOES NOT CONDEMN, HE FORGIVES, CAN 

YOU? 
WORSHIP THE SON SHINE, NOT THE SUN! 

JESUS said, "1 am the resurrection and the life, he who 
believes in me lives, even though he dies. Do you believe 

this? Life is after death! JESUS, does not buy junk, HE 
paid the price for YOU! YOU are priceless! 

EFFORT DOES NOT REQUIRE TALENT! 

PARENTS NEEDED to learn talents not known! 

10,000 % interest 100 x 100 = 10,000, Mathew 19:29, 
Mark 10:30 
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JESUS said, 'I l and the FATHER are one" John 10:30. 

Do not count sheep — talk to the Shepard. 
"A cord of three strands is not quickly broken" Ecc. 

4:12 
MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU FOR MY POWER IS 
MADE PERFECT 

IN WEAKNESS" 2 Cor. 12:9 
"YOUR SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME", 
EXODUS 20:3 LOVE IS NOT EGOCENTRIC - LOVE IS 
ACTION TOWARDS OTHERS 

WELL DONE IS BETTER THAN WELL SAID 

PARENTS NEVER LEAVE FOR TOMORROW WHAT CAN 
BE DONE TODAY! 

SATAN'S FOUNDATION IS DESTROYED AT GODS WORD 
IT IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO REIEVE! JESUS 

POWER FULL WORDS, PLEASE, THANK YOU, YOUR 
WELCOME 

BOTH PARENTS ARE NEEDED TO HAVE THE HEART OF 
A TEACHER! 

NO REGRETS, JUST LESSONS LEARNED 
TWO BECOME ONE - GENESIS 2:21, MATHEW 19:6 

Frequently on our MISSION TRIPS we would gather at a 
special time as adults to counsel each other. We would 
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use this time to visit about any concern that was a 
positive or even a negative occurring within our group. 
We trusted GOD to lead us in the correct position to 
bring HONOR AND GLORY, to HIM in the correct 
BIBLICAL way and tradition. 

There are some very simple techniques taught that all 
of us can use. These are super valuable to all of us, 
especially the children. The first of these is PLEASE, 
THANK YOU, and YOUR WELCOME. Five simple words 
that possess internal personal strength inside the 
individual using them. It really communicates to the 
listener how the presenter Is feeling. 

Another one is super powerful. JESUS DOES NOT 
CONDEMN, HE FORGIVES, CAN YOU? The past is over, 
you cannot go back and change it — ever! JESUS knew 
the past and never held it against anyone. He would 
repeat the past and immediately talk about what to do 
in the future. Are we listening parents? 

Well done is better than well said. Our youth is 
constantly observing what we are doing. With each of 
our youngsters watching us they are learning how they 
will normally mimic us. This can be a good discussion 
with youngsters on what their thinking is. 

"You shall have NO OTHER GODS before me" is the 
most powerful commandment! We need to be super 
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conscious here. NO OTHER GODS, requires hard core 
internal conditions on each of us! No other, means 
several items. We need to be careful of conditions 
within this world. Could it mean money? Clothing? 
Vacations? Autos, Homes? Or any other personal 
consumption items? 

What really is important to you and yours? As a 
leader in your family the decision is up to you as to 
how you live, what others observe in your behavior, 
even what you talk about! 

MISSIONARY 
BUILDERS 
CORBFN, 

KENTUCKY 
1996 SUMMER 

TRIP 

Dear Friends, 
No one has ever been honored for what he has 

received. Honor is given for what we give. This group of 
Missionary Builders understood that it was not good 
enough to give their best. They went beyond and gave 
what was required - Much more than their best! 

It is an extreme privilege to work and serve with this 
great group of God's children. Read on! Relax for a few 
minutes and meditate on each person's report. You may 
catch the wisdom: You may understand. 
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Thanks for your prayers and finances - you made it 
possible! 

Jim Davis 
Group Leader 

Father of Tim and Shari 

Because of the Lord's great 
love, we are not consumed, for 
His compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning: 

great is your faithfulness 
Lamentations 3: 22 - 

23 
On this Corbin, Kentucky missionary trip we were 

given the opportunity to experience God's compassion 
for His children. God was able to use me and my time as 
I worked with other Missionary Builders to clean and 
paint Rita's home. Rita's handicaps kept her from getting 
done the work that needed to be done on her home. Even 
more important than the work that we did on her home 
was the relationship that we were able to build with her. 
Rita was able to share with us some of her struggles and 
I pray that in our willingness to listen that she was given 
a glimpse of God's love for her. I also pray that every 
morning as she awakens to her bright white walls, she 
might remember the friendships that she made with us 
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and that she would be reminded of God's faithfulness to 
her. 

As for myself, all of those people that contributed as 
missionaries with me and for those supporters who gave 
financially and prayerfully, I hope that through Rita we 
can be reminded of God's faithfulness. I will be 
reminded as I read in my journal about the trip and 
through all of the special memories that I have of Rita. 
You too can be reminded of God's faithfulness as you 
read about our experiences in Corbin, Kentucky. As I 
was painting Rita's house, she told me that she used to sit 
in her dirty living room with darkly painted walls and 
how an overwhelming feeling of depression would lapse 
as she knew that she could do nothing about it. Thanks 
to God's grace and His ability to use us to His glory, Rita 
and all of us have had the opportunity to be touched by 
His unfailing compassion! God Bless! 

Keep tough and tender, 
Andrea Godsman, College Junior 

First of all, I would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers and support - it wouldn't have been possible to 
go on this trip without your support. Mission trips are 
the most wonderful experiences in the world! They have 
taught me so much about myself and they have 
strengthened my relationship with God. The devotions 
that we had each night were the best part of the trip for 
me. We learned so much from God's word. We also 
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learned a lot from Ray and Verna Wilson (missionaries 
that we worked with). As a result of the Wilson's 
generosity, they have received many blessings from 
God. From their example I learned that when you give, 
you receive ten times as much as you give. 

Like on every missionary trip, I was reminded of 
how I take many things for granted. A lady named Rita 
was appreciative of the littlest things. We should not 
take so many things for granted because we might 
regret ever having done so when these things are gone. 

The friendships that I have made on this trip are 
eternal. Our time spent together was very special. It 
wouldn't have been the same without each and every 
person that was part of this mission trip. Thank you 
again! 

Love in Christ, 
Julie Hitzges, College 
Freshmen Sister of 
Paul Hitzges 

This trip was such a blessing to me. I made many 
new friends and grew closer to God every day. I think 
this group is wonderful and I am grateful to the Lord! I 
believe that we got a lot accomplished and I know that 
God worked in all of our lives. 
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While I was in Corbin, Kentucky, I worked at a lady's 
house painting and cleaning. The woman, Rita, was 
extremely grateful to all of us. We also met several 
people who were greatly dedicated to the Lord. One of 
the women we met lived in one of the churches we 
worked in and she has dedicated her life to prayer for all 
of the attendants of her church. She was a true "prayer 
warrior". 1 1 m so glad God gave me the opportunity to 
meet so many Christian people in Kentucky. 

Rachelle Hearn, High School Sophomore 

This is my first Missionary Builder's trip. At first, I 
was a little nervous about being accepted by the older 
students that would be attending this mission trip. I only 
knew a few of the older students, but it did not keep me 
from going on the trip. Nothing would stop me from 
experiencing an opportunity to help others. 

The most fun part of the trip was working at Rita's 
house. We painted the interior of her house. We also 
cleaned her kitchen and her dishes. If I had another 
chance to go back and finish the work that still needed 
done in her house, I would! Thank you so much for your 
support. 

Jenny Luncly, 8th Grade 
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Thank you for your support and prayers to go on 
this trip. It was a new and wonderful experience for 
nne. I hope that I can go on many more of these trips! 
And I plan to go on many more in the future! 

Jamie Giesinger, 8th 
Grade 

These trips are the highlights of my life because the 
presence of God is so evident. The love of God was 
found all through the week in everything that we 
accomplished. While we were working, no one 
complained and everyone worked with a strength and a 
desire that must have come from God. The friendships 
and fellowshipping created bonds that only God can give. 
These weeks are really special to me, and I thank you for 
making them possible. God Bless 
You!!! 

Sarah Watson, College 
Freshmen 

Sister of Christopher 
Watson 

Another trip has come and gone, yet how can I 
summarize it in two paragraphs? It's impossible because 
to write down all of the blessings and the memories that I 
have experienced would take at least ten pages. I would 
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really like to thank each and every person for making this 
trip possible for both myself and twenty- five other 
people. Without your support and prayers, it would not 
have been possible for any one of us to go. 

Throughout most of these trips, God truly blesses 
each one of us immensely. Words are never an adequate 
description of what has happened. Unless you've been on 
a trip, then it just isn't possible to comprehend what God 
has done. He is so amazing and I wouldn't trade this 
week of my life for ten weeks in Hawaii!! We did all of 
our work for Jesus and He is the one to whom we give 
the credit. May God Bless YOU!! 

In Christ's Love, 
Melanie Schulz, High School Senior 

Sister of Sara Schulz 

Each time a trip comes to a close there is a feeling 
of fulfillment left on my heart. These trips are evidence 
of how God uses His people to give of our time and 
effort. These efforts do not go unrewarded. Each person 
walks away changed. God uses these trips to allow us to 
grow in the fellowship of His love. We are all one body 
as beautifully stated by Paul in Ephesians 4: 3 - 6. You 
were a part of the work which was accomplished this 
week. Without you, it would not have been possible. 
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God made changes within me personally this week. 
As humans, we are naturally prideful. We want the 
credit. God has shown me this week that His praise and 
a humble heart are the things that I most desire. When 
men praise our deeds, we may walk away feeling 
encouraged, but not fulfilled or blessed. A song that has 
inspired my life this year is called "Jesus Draw Me 
Closer." When we are close to Christ the world around 
us seems to fade away - 

 
if we make our desire to worship and obey Him. Thank 
you for your financial gifts and your time dedicated to 
prayer. 

God Bless, 
 Love in Christ,  

Ginger Denny, College Sophomore 
This was my first Missionary Builder's trip. We 

traveled to Corbin, Kentucky and helped several people 
in cleaning and painting their homes. We also went 
down to Knoxville, Tennessee and helped at a food 
pantry sorting diapers, canning food and cleaning 
carpets. I really enjoyed the devotions that we had every 
night. I felt that I grew closer to God through the work 
and devotions. This trip was a great experience and I am 
looking forward to the next missionary trip. 

Sara Woehler, 8th Grade 
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Thank you for the money that you sent the group. 
But more importantly, thank you for your prayers. I 
know that I have experienced God at a higher level and 
that was the goal I had set for this trip. Without these 
trips, it seems that my faith would still be riding the 
fence. I pray that God will bless you through your 
support. (Isaiah 6: 8) 

Love in Christ, 
Travis Piegat, College Sophomore 

Brother of Justin 
Piegat 

We got up at three o'clock in the morning to be at 
the church by four and leave for Tennessee by five. 
Missionary trips like this one involve early mornings and 
late nights. Even though we worked four times as long 
as we slept, I did not hear anyone complaining because 
those working times spent together were very special. 

I couldn't understand it, it was just like last year's 
trip! Everyone wanted to do the best job that they could 
no matter how tired they were. The willingness of the 
Missionary Builder's to work was excellent! I guess it 
was the presence of God which kept us going. I know 
that's what helped me! I learned so much and grew so 
much closer to God on this trip. I hope that I am able to 
go on many more missionary trips with Missionary 
Builders!! 
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Christopher Watson, High 
School Sophomore Brother 
of Sarah Watson 

This has been my third Missionary Builder's trip. I 
thought that it was really neat in Corbin, Kentucky, and 
that all of the people were kind and courteous We 
worked for a woman named Verna at a food pantry in 
Knoxville, Tennessee on the trip as well. We worked in 
different teams helping in different ways. (I sorted 
diapers.) 

On travel days, when we ate at McDonald's, 
people were surprised when I shared with them what 
we were doing on our mission trip. The trip itself was 
great and if you have never gone on a mission trip, I 
encourage you to go! 

Sam McCauley, 8th 
Grade 

This trip has been great! I met a lot of people! We 
even did Vacation Bible School with some kids that 
lived there. I loved this trip! 

Shari Davis, 3rd 
Grade 

Daughter to Mr. Jim 
Davis 
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Sister of Tim Davis 

Going home in the shadow of a full or near full 
Kansas moon I am reminded of an analogy that Max 
Lucado uses in one of his stories. Though you'd never 
mistake the moon for the sun, you might conclude, if 
you did not know, that the moon produces its own light. 
We as Christians, are like the moon. We reflect the love 
and light of the Son, not because of any attribute we 
possess, but because we position ourselves in such a 
way as to beam and bring glory to His name. 

Thank you for allowing Christ to position you in 
such a way that you shine forth His love. You have done 
this by supporting us monetarily and prayerfully. We 
recognize this as the love Christ reflected as if by a 
large moon onto us and we thank you. 

Aaron M. Dickey, 
College Junior 

It is six o'clock in the morning as I write this 
paragraph. The trip was great because God has been 
good to us and all of the people that we met in 
Kentucky. The blessings that have been received from 
God, the big and the small ones, are life - changing 
experiences. Thank you to the parents and family 
members for supporting this trip. Thank you also for the 



37 
 

encouragement and love. I also want to thank everyone 
for their prayers, you kept us safe and in the hands of the 
Lord. Thank you, Missionary Builders! 

Love in Christ, 
Justin Piegat, 
College Senior 

Brother of Travis 
Piegat 

Kentucky was great again this year. The group of 
young people traveled and worked so well together. 
Aaron and Rob provided fantastic music and Travis and 
Ginger did a wonderful job on the devotions. Personally, 
I enjoyed renewing my friendship with Ray and Verna 
Wilson. They continue to be an inspiration those of us 
who are no longer teens. I also had the opportunity to 
visit with one of the families that we helped last year. I 
am glad to report that their home situation is much 
improved. 

Again, on this trip, I saw firsthand the problems 
being faced daily by poor children. It made me 
reconsider all of the little complaints and problems that 
have been bothering me. Children like Amy, Kelly, 
Teresa, Lisa, Dora and Joey face real problems with no 
independent means of solving them - and they do it with 
joy and hope! I should be able to do as much when 
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faced with much smaller difficulties in my life that I 
can't solve without God's help. This is probably what 
Christ meant when He told us that we were to come as 
little children to our Father (Matthew 8: 3 - 4). May 
thanks to all of those who continue to support 
Missionary Builders!! 

Mike Summers 
't What is God's favorite color?" The question of a 

small child whose innocence for outweighs the harshness 
of this world. Ashley was the child's name who asked me 
this question at one of the Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
meetings that we taught at the local church in Kentucky. 
Ashley was young and full of life. She was able to take 
in the world and be influenced by its good and by its 
evil. Even in the innocence of her question I could see 
how the harshness of society was not a good influence. 
Her one visit to VBS influenced her toward good. 

Through different stages 
of life, innocence is lost 
What is the cost? 
As people grow old, 
Their 
childhood 
imagination 
fades because 
they are told... 
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A child can no 
longer hold on to 
the simple Because 
they develop one or 
two pimples. Our 
goal is to show 
God's imagination 
to all of the 
children of the 
nation. 
As a Christian more the 
reason out imagination should 
soar and never to let Christ's 
life and purpose be a boar. 

We as a group, a unit, were able to show Ashley a 
desire to seek God's face. What is a better way of 
displaying goodness? This impacted me because I was 
reminded of youth and its innocence. I was also 
reminded of the change from innocence to experience. 
When we are exposed to the realities of society, we are 
no longer innocent. As a result, the innocent things of 
our youth are forgotten. I was also reminded of how, in 
my life, God has created in me an innocent child. This 
innocent child still imagines animals colored purple and 
orange, much like Ashley's purple and orange animals. 
When a person's imagination is able to soar, it is because 
they allow their innocence to be their guide. As a result, 
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we can make innocence our guide and ideas of right and 
wrong soon take form. Our imagination is God filling 
that void in our heart created by society and experience. 
My advice to you is to have God as your teacher and for 
everyone to paint a few purple trees. 

Thanks for your support and prayers, 
Gina Mendez, College Junior 

Thank you to all of the people that supported us on 
this trip, it has been great to go on another Missionary 
Builder's trip. I learned so much! Working on murals for 
the church we lived in for a week in Kentucky was fun! 
We even got some yard work done around the church! 

We worked on Mr. Wilsons' house when we were in 
Kentucky. Mr. Wilson is an older man who was very 
impressed by Missionary Builders. He was speechless 
when we were about to depart because he said that he 
had never seen so many hard - workers with such good 
attitudes. 

Meeting new people on this trip was a lot of fun - 
we laughed, we cried, we sang, we even talked about 
our problems with each other. That was probably the 
highlight of the trip for me because it brought me so 
much closer to the Lord! Thanks again to all 
supporters! We love you all!! 
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Paul Heitzeg’s, High School Sophomore 
Brother of Julie Heitzeg’s 

The fruits of the spirit are love, joy, peace, 
kindness, goodness,  faithfulness and self- 
control. Against such things there is no law. 

Galatians 5: 22 - 23 

Here's a list of the characteristics for Christian living 
that Christ has given us in His word. As Christian's we 
should be striving to perfect each of these in our lives. 
Unfortunately, as humans, we usually fall short of 
perfecting this list. However, in the eight days that we 
have been together on our Kentucky trip, I've seen these 
fruits lived out in each Missionary Builder. The work 
that we accomplished, the VBS we put on for the kids of 
Kentucky and the fellowship the we shared - these things 
were all blessed because we did them for the Lord. Each 
aspect of the trip was filled and God's love, binding us 
together, allowed each to be fulfilled and to work as a 
body for His glory. It was truly something awesome to 
be apart oft Thank you very much for your prayers and 
support! 

Love in Christ, 
Sara Schulz, College Junior 

Sister of Melanie 
Schulz Fiancée of 
Luke Bader 



42 
 

Commit to the Lord whatever you do and 
your plans will 
succeed. Proverbs 
16: 3 

This verse seems to sum up the work we do through 
Missionary Builders. The Lord blessed us tremendously 
on this trip. When we arrived in Kentucky, we did not 
have a place to hold Vacation Bible School. God was 
faithful in providing a church and making it successful. 
He was faithful in providing us with work to do for the 
people in Corbin. And the work was so successful! Our 
trip could not have been this successful had it not been 
committed to anybody but the Lord! 

I had the privilege of working on a crew that was 
painting and cleaning Rita's house. She is single. She has 
been widowed twice and lives by herself. We cleaned 
and painted her bedroom, family room and kitchen. She 
told me several times that she did not understand why 
we were being so nice to her. As we left, she insisted 
that she give us a hug and make a promise to her to write 
to her in order that we might add to her post card 
collection. 

Missionary Builders saw Christ's love in the people 
that we were allowed to serve. They touched my heart 
and for that I am eternally grateful. Thank you for your 
support! 
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Marcy Becker, College 
Junior 

Thank you for supporting Missionary Builders! 
Without your help it would be impossible for us to do 
what we do. Building missionaries is not about trekking 
twenty - six people to Corbin, Kentucky to do a little 
work. It is about teaching and learning how to serve. It is 
about serving and being served. The Lord changed all of 
us and I hope that you will see the difference in the 
return home. 

In Christ, 
Robert Rice, College 
Junior 

I think that this trip was good. We got a lot of work 
done, and while that was going on, I got to talk to a lot 
of people and grow closer to them - and grow closer to 
God. I hope that next year we can go for a longer time. I 
know that God will provide just has He has done on this 
trip for future trips in time and people. I also want to 
thank God for using you in providing prayers and 
support. Thank you! 

Tim Davis, High School 
Senior 

Son of Mr. Jim Davis 
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Brother of Shari Davis 

For we are God's workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 

Ephesians 2: 10 

We go to church every Sunday and claim to worship 
the Lord, but real worship isn't just found in what we 
sing or how we pray; real worship includes what we do 
for God and for others. On this trip, I was blessed 
tremendously by the privilege of being able to work for 
God and see how He uses our work to bless others. 

I was challenged on this trip. When I am sixty or 
seventy years old, will I be able to take my whole life 
savings and give it to the poor in the name of Christ as 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have? Am I willing now, to take 
my whole life ahead of me and give it to our Lord? I 
pray that the Lord prepares me to give all of myself 

Luke Bader, College Senior 
Fiancée to Sara 
Schulz 

I want to thank each one of you who prayed and 
supported me on our trip to Corbin, Kentucky. It is an 
experience that I won't forget. God made it so clear to 
me that I was to go on this trip, and He continues to 
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reveal why. I have been blessed by the people the Lord 
placed in my life during this trip. 

One person who touched my heart was Rita, a 
middle - aged woman who we had the privilege of 
getting to know over a three-day period. She had NOT 
been able to clean her home as she would have liked 
because of some health problems. She TRULY 
appreciated the painting and cleaning that we were able 
to do. I was touched and humbled as she told us of her 
life and as I saw how much she appreciated all that we 
did. She was even appreciative of a small sink stopper 
and a tablecloth that we bought her. I know that the Lord 
brought her into my life to make me more thankful. 

I pray that each of you listen closely for the Lord's 
leading to go on a Missionary 

Builder's trip. You will be blessed by the young adults 
and youth as you see their commitment to serve the 
Lord! Our youth needs you! 

Love in Christ, 
Linda Hearn 

Mother of Rachelle Hearn 
And my God will meet all your needs 
according to His glorious riches in Christ 
Jesus. 

Philippians 4: 19 
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This has been my experience on all of the missionary 
trips that I have taken. I realize more and more how God 
always meets our needs. We often take for granted and 
do not grasp the provisions the He continues to give us. 
He has provided financial support and prayer and I want 
to thank the supporters that have been blessed with the 
opportunity of serving the Lord. As I have seen and 
heard from the group, God always teaches us something 
new and draws us closer to Him by our own serving 
attitudes. How amazing the strength and perseverance He 
supplies us with as well when we give it to God. I can do 
everything through Him who gives me strength. 

(Philippians 4: 13). 

I also learned so much from the people there and 
especially the children. They have such a different life 
style than our own and I am so thankful that God has 
blessed us with what we have. I learn from every trip to 
be content with what I have. 

Another thing that I had the chance to work on there 
was painting murals. God can even use those to touch 
other people. It is sometimes hard to see that, but even 
the murals can bring glory to God! I would be happy to 
share with anyone in more detail what I experienced on 
this trip! 
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Thank you for your support whether in my prayers, 
financially or both! We greatly appreciate it! 

Love in Christ, 
Deanna Butcher, College Junior 

Thanks again to everyone who made this trip possible, 

Love in 
Christ, 

The 
Missionary 

Builders 
 

 
Galeana, Mexico  
Summer 1994 
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Supporters of Missionary Builders are precious people. 
This particular trip has been a special challenge in the 
lives of 47 people - 39 young adults and 8 older adults. 
You helped us achieve incredible results in building 
missionaries for Jesus Christ. Most important the lives 
of the young people were turned towards Jesus and us 
supervisory adults rededicated and committed ourselves 
towards Godly lives. Thank you for your concern, 
faithfulness, encouragement and gifts. I hope you will 
read and reread the following report. 

Of special interest to me are the statements of the 
young men and women. They are not like the young 
people as presented in the media today. They are 
different-they are set apart; they are striving to live the 
Christian life - AGGRESSIVELY, BOLDLY. Thank 
you for your part in building their lives. 

Jim Davis 
Dad to Andie, Tim, Annika 

Husband to Judy 
Group Leader 
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 God encourages us to develop long-lasting, deep 
relationships with fellow Christians. In our secularly 
controlled society, these relationships are difficult to 
establish, and even more difficult to sustain. This trip 
provided me the opportunity to grow closer to my 
fellow missionaries, and our God. No friendship 
founded in the Lord can be destroyed. The only comfort 
I hold in leaving these friends behind when I go to 
school in Illinois is that I will see them again, whether it 
be in 2 years, 20 years or in heaven. When we prepared 
to leave the missionaries and new friends in Mexico, we 
didn't say good bye. Instead we said, "Hasta cello." (See 
you in heaven) The friendships I have established were 
given to me as a gift from God. 

That would not be possible without the gifts from you. 
Thank you for your prayers and support. 

Jennifer Johnson 
College 
Sophomore 
Sister to inga, 
Mark, Ryan 

Banquet Committee 

I enjoyed the opportunity this trip gave me to serve 
others that had a greater need than I. We accomplished 
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a lot of our spiritual and physical goals. I would love to 
participate in any future trips. I thank you for all of your 
support for this trip and any trips you may sponsor in 
the future. 

Ryan Johnson 
Sophomore 

Brother to Jennifer, inga, Mark 
Food Committee 

Thank you so much for supporting the missionary 
builders. I think that this has been the most rewarding 
trip spiritually through all the work that was finished. 
VBS (Vacation Bible School) went really well and the 
testimonies really touched some kids. This trip touched 
me too. Thanks for everything. 

Will Hurley 
Junior 

Brother to KT 
Travel Committee 

As we come to the end of our trip, many thoughts come 
to mind. The first one is the large number of young 
people who experience serving the Lord in many 
different ways. This year we concentrated on giving our 
time and efforts directly to the missionizes and mission 
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camp. Once again, these young people rose to the 
occasion. They worked with such determination and 
dedication they truly ministered to the missionaries and 
gained a greater insight into missionary life. 

The second thing that came to mind was how well the 
kids did with extra responsibility. This year was 
somewhat unique in that the young people were given 
leadership roles in presenting Vacation Bible School, 
leading devotions, music and organizing work crews. 
Thank you all for supporting this opportunity for 
Christian growth in all of us. 

Judy Davis 
Mother to Andie, Tim, Annika 

Wife to Jim 
Travel Committee 

Imagine if someone came up to you and told you that 
they had never smelled, touched or seen a rose, and that 
they'd like you to describe it to them so well that they 
would be able to fully understand its beauty. What 
would you say? That it had many petals? That it smelled 
good? That it was soft to the touch? No matter how long 
or hard you tried to describe it, there is no way you 
could capture its beauty with words. The only way that 
person could comprehend that beauty is by simply 
giving them that rose to touch, and smell, and see. That 
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is how these trips are. In these letters, we try to describe 
to you the feelings and thoughts and emotions we had 
when on the trip. But how can words describe the 
beauty found when a piece of your soul has been 
revealed? How can words describe the emotions you 
have when the face of the Spirit is unveiled to you? And 
how can words describe how much we love and 
appreciate you for allowing these things to happen? 

But more importantly, this rose is like the love of God. 
We try to capture His beauty with words, try to enfold 
His love in the fabric of language, try to place His glory 
in a human shaped box. But until you experience that 
beauty for yourself, there is no way that you can even 
begin to grasp His love. But that is one thing I have 
learned on this trip; that I have to go deeper than just 
"beginning to grasp" His love. I shouldn't settle for the 
first glimpse of Him, just as the person who had never 
before seen a rose shouldn't just settle for a glimpse of 
such beauty. We should strive, always, to feel that 
beauty with all of our hearts, to see that beauty with all 
of our eyes, and to embrace that beauty with all of our 
strength. 

 
KT Hurley 

College Freshman 
Sister to Will 

Devotions Committee 
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This trip was very difficult for me because God took 
something from me that was very special. I had a great 
time talking to everyone and getting to know everyone 
so well. Anyone would sit and listen for hours at a 
time. We got a lot of work done and we enjoyed almost 
every minute of it. The VBS went really well and I 
want to thank everyone who supported us. God bless 
you. 

Mike Summers 
Senior 

Food Committee 
Thanks for making this trip possible for me to go on. 

I really enjoyed this trip. The people on this trip were 
handpicked by God. It was fun getting to know all of the 
group. I was also able to get to know the missionaries 
stationed down there. I will never forget them or what 
they have done for me. I love them all. 

Justin Piegat 
College Freshman 

Brother to Travis, Jamie 
Son to Gail 

Travel Committee 

This year in Mexico it was much better. Last year it was 
like I was scared of the kids down there and their culture. 
But this time I totally got into it. I played games with 
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them and it turned out they were the nicest people I ever 
met. 

Heidi Mendez 
Sophomore 
Sister to Gina 

VBS Committee 

One great thing I noticed about this trip was the 
incredible love everyone had for each other. Whenever 
there was a problem from within the group, I could 
always see the love and care in everyone's heart. As the 
trip progressed along, and as we all got to know each 
other, I could see everyone mature in their own way. 
Thank you for your prayers and support. 

Scott Trotter 
Navy 

Brother to Sheri 
Travel Committee 

Smiling faces, singing, prayer, work. I look back and all 
of this reminds me of the trip that is now coming to an 
end. Going down to Mexico and working with people 
that speak a little of your language and trying to spread 
the word and love of God with them is not an easy thing 
to do. We have had many trials put before us and 
sometimes we all felt like just quitting, but the power 
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and love of God kept us all going. The love of God is so 
powerful that it just drives us to do our absolute best in 
all situations. When you first step into the vans and we 
were ready to take off, the "spiritual high" that you get is 
so wonderful and you never want it to end. I feel that the 
"spiritual high" that I am experiencing right now may 
end once I have returned home. So, I ask for the 
continuous prayers for this group, that we may all show 
and live the power and love of our Lord even after we 
return. I wish that I could describe to all of you how 
much these very special 46 people mean to me, but as 
KT said at our banquet, words cannot describe the 
feelings. 

 

Words would just not be enough. I do admit I was 
struggling both spiritually and emotionally on this trip 
because a part of my life is leaving me; my sister. I 
suppose after spending 15 years of your life with one 
person letting go is an extremely hard thing to do. God 
has challenged my heart and mind in many ways, and at 
times it was hard to figure out the answers. God brings 
us down and back safely and is who drives us to do what 
we are doing. Thank you for your continual support and 
prayers. God bless all of you 
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Melanie 
Schulz 
Sophomore 

Sister to Sara 
Food Committee 

Never before has there been such as explosion of 
enthusiasm for the Gospel of Jesus Christ - - - at least not 
since the early church! The outpouring of God's Spirit in 
this country is so exciting, it gives me hope as I think 
about our own country. The amazing faith that those 
people have revitalizes me as I consider their years under 
such poverty-stricken conditions. What a blessing to be a 
part of this. 

Jake Hite 
Young Working Adult 
Work Committee 

Well, I really don't know where to begin to describe this 
trip. It has been awesome on this trip. More than any, our 
group has bonded together through God's love. Through 
the trials and the wonderful times our group has shared, 
we have truly built Missionaries for Jesus Christ. 

My personal favorite part of the trip was the work that 
our "Dirt for Jesus" crew did for Carlos. We moved 
trailers full of dirt for 4 days, and it was hard work! It 
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was so satisfying to see the work that we were able to do 
for him. Go God! We had a wonderful trip, glorifying 
God thanks to you! You are appreciated - loved! 

Sara Schulz 
College Freshman 
Sister to Melanie 
Food Committee 

I would like to thank each person who helped me to 
come on this trip, whether it was financially or through 
prayers. God continues to use the mission trips I go on 
to shape me. He never fails to teach me how incredible 
He is and how much I need Him. 
On this particular trip God really impressed the 
importance of people on my heart. It really became 
evident to me that what we are doing for others, in turn 
what we are doing for Christ. Thank you for making it 
possible for me to serve. 

Matthew 25:40 

"And the King shall answer 
and say unto them. Verily I 
say unto you, inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it 
unto me." 
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Amber McKinnies 
Junior 

Sister to Shawn 
Daughter to Mark 
Work Committee 

Having just finished my first year of college, this trip was 
very different for me. I was able to look at the group from 
an outside perspective. I could see God working with this 
group. Especially at the Banquet as everyone was talking 
about what they learned. I could sense God simply 
watching the group and smiling. I also realized how 
personal and intimate a relationship with God truly is. 
How He talks to us through his word and carries us 
through the difficult times. I also learned, even more than 
before, how important it is to be selfless and sacrificing. 
In doing so we can be the "shock absorbers" that allow us 
to love together. 

I want to thank you for both your financial and spiritual 
support. We could not have done this without you. 

Matt Perala 
College Sophomore 
Money Committee 

Words cannot express God's power and love. This 
unconditional love is incomprehensible to our limited 
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human minds. We divide our love amongst our friends, 
family...etc., and too often the provider of love is only 
given a convenient proportion. Although He deserves 
more, we preserve it for idols or priorities in our life that 
do not deserve our love. how God can devote His love to 
each one of us is beyond me. On this trip I saw His love 
in each and everyone's eyes. It was evident in every 
smile and every encouraging word. At times we let Satan 
get the best of us, but God's love always brought us back. 

This group of 47 people bonded extremely well which is 
why we had great cooperation in our VBS groups. The 
excitement of the kids as we sang songs or did crafts 
make the hot, sweaty traveling days worthwhile. Once 
again God has opened my eyes, and my prayer is that I 
can keep them focused on Him when I rectum home. 

Jennie Van Skiver 
College Freshman 
Travel Committee 

After six trips to Mexico I would have to say that the 
village I went to this year had the best kids. I became 
aquatinted with so many more children than any year 
before. One day I brought my camera and they all 
wanted to get their pictures taken as well as take 
pictures of other children. 
There was one very special boy who was very scared 
amongst us. He was crying, and a little girl took me to 
him. I got him to stop crying and he didn't leave my side 
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for the rest of the week. Then on our last day of VBS, 
when we were leaving, I took him to his brother and sent 
him home. I couldn't keep the tears down. It was so hard 
to leave him. I have never been so affected by the 
children, and so loved. I will treasure all my memories of 
the children, as well as my memories of getting to know 
some of the younger girls well. They were a real blessing 
to me. Joshua 1. •9 

Sheri Trotter 
College Junior 
Sister to Scott 

Money Committee 

God's faithfulness was evident in every part of our trip. 
We were confronted with situations that seemed negative, 
but we later saw that God's hand had been guiding us all 
of the way. 

On the way to Mexico, the van broke down. That 
happened in the morning, right as we entered a town. It 
broke near a service station, just before they opened - and 
they had the right part. God did not forsake us. 

We had 47 people that needed work to do for four days. 
God provided us with enough work and resources to 
complete our tasks. He was faithful. 
On this trip I served as one of the Vacation Bible School 
directors. Many hours of planning were dedicated to the 
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preparation of lessons, snacks, and crafts. It was a 
challenge to co-ordinate and I was worried about some 
organization problems and I felt uneasy about 
communication with the Mexicans. When we drove up to 
the church, the children's smile and laughter made it 
worth all the time and effort. I was encouraged by an 
older woman who was persistent in asking when we 
would come back. God did not forsake us. 

Reflecting back on the last two weeks I realize how 
much God blessed me. He provided incredible 
fellowship, growth, and love. Bonds were formed within 
our group that will remain strong no matter what will 
separate us. 

Missionary Builders know and trust God - and he is 
faithful. 

Marcy 
Becker 
College 
Freshman 

VBS Director 
 

This year as we headed to Mexico, I once again had 
great expectations as this trip is always a blessing to me. 
Having been on many Missionary Builder trips before I 
felt like I had a good basis to compare it to other trips. 
Comparatively it was a hard trip. I felt this way because I 
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feel like the group was very divided most of the time. 
Although when we did come together it was awesome. 
God really made possible a lot of growth. The "MAG" 
(Missionary Advisor Groups) devotion groups that we 
had were also very productive as we were able to get 
together with our peers and discuss important, deep 
issues. The music went very well this year and was really 
a blessing to me also. 

Perhaps there were two things that were the most special 
to me on this trip. The first was the opportunity I had to 
get to know a Mexican named Armando. He was the 
youth pastor at the church which we did VBS at. I got to 
play the guitar with him and lead songs for the Mexican 
children. We also got a chance to play music together 
just by ourselves and teach each other some songs. 
Although we could only communicate through my 
broken Spanish, this was still a great blessing to me. The 
second thing was something that God taught me. I often 
find that I have a lot to say, but I learned how much God 
can teach us through just listening. 

James 1:19 

"Wherefore, my beloved 
brethren, let every man be 
swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to  
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Thank you for your support, I believe that much 
growth was sustained through this trip. 

Shawn 
McKinnie’
s College 
Sophomor
e 

Brother to 
Amber Son 
to Mark 

Music Committee 

This year I learned a lot through the devotions and the 
Vacation Bible School (VBS). I got the chance to ask 
myself about my religion. I got answers to a lot of 
questions, but some questions won't be answered until I 
get to Heaven. 
Trips like these always put me on a "spiritual high." It 
will be a great challenge for me to keep the fire burning 
high with His love, throughout the year. I also saw how 
important it is for us to tell the world about Jesus and 
what He did for us. It's our job to win them for Christ! 
God bless you. Dios te bendiga. 

Julie Hitzges 
Junior 
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Sister to Will 
Banquet  

I learned many valuable lessons on this trip. One of 
these is the grace and love of God. I found him blessing 
and giving to me all the time we were staying in Mexico. 
Every day he gave me new insight and peace that I 
cannot and will not attempt to repay. God taught me that 
he is constant and that we cannot be perfect. His death 
and resurrection have covered all our inadequacies. 
None of us, no matter how much we try, can ever repay 
or impress Christ. There is a freedom when one realizes 
that salvation is accessible exactly as one is. No changes 
needed, no heroic acts of good deeds. God has paid our 
price and justified us in his kingdom. 

Quinn Denny 
College Sophomore 
Brother to Ginger 
Work Committee 

This is my third trip with Missionary Builders, but my 
first to Mexico. I am still truly amazed by the closeness 
of our group and how we can share with each other. I got 
close to a lot of people and am going to miss all the ones 
who are leaving for college in the fall. I got to see how a 
"real" missionary's life went and participated in the hard 
labor of painting murals indoors. 
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It was tough! !! 

I learned about how much my parents love me, and for a 
while before, I was a little doubtful. I really was able to 
open up to so many who could help me understand how I 
needed to be helped. I am so grateful to those who could 
make me understand from a parental point of view. Now 
I'm feeling so much better about trusting a generation 
that has been hard for me to relate to. The food was 
good, the music was wonderful, and the time with God 
awesome. I'm anxious to go back ASAP! 

Cory Watters 
Sophomore 

Music Committee 

Romans. 16:19 says: 

Everyone has heard 
about your obedience, so 
I am full of joy over 
you; but I want you to 
be wise about what is 
good, and innocent 
about what is evil. 

You can always tell when something good is about to 
happen for Jesus because Satan works double-time to 
counteract it. I've learned how evident his work can 
sometimes be. I've also learned how incredibly weak he 
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is compared to our powerful, loving creator. Every 
single one of you who supported us whether in prayer 
or by money played a part in a very big battle and it was 
tough, but as it always has been and always will be, we 
won; Jesus won. Thank you for the effort! 

Andie Davis 
College Freshman 

Sister to Tim, 
Annika 

Daughter to Jim, 
Judy 

VBS Director 

The lives of missionaries were forever changed. The 
privilege of working for Jesus Christ through these 
young people has touched so many. The beautiful 
children and families of Galeana, Mexico are richer now 
in Christ. My life will never be the same -Thanks be to 
God-. 

Barb Brumbelow 
Food Committee 

I had two special parts of the trip this year. One was the 
devotions that we did every day. They really spoke to me 
about Christ and I learned a lot. The other part was all of 
the friendships I made. These friendships grew a lot 
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during the driving, the painting, Vacation Bible School, 
and the banquet. 

Everything that we did in Galeana was for God and I 
could tell that because of the joy and excitement that 
everyone including me worked with. Thank you for your 
support. 

Sarah Watson 
Junior 

VBS Committee 

This trip was pretty fun. I had a good time in Mexico. I 
learned a lot about the people down there and the way 
they live. The people were so poor but they were so 
happy. It was amazing down there. 
Thank you for giving me support on this trip. There 
would have been no hope for me going if you didn't help 
out. Thank you. 

Jared Hervey 
Sophomore 
Banquet  

I Peter 3:11 
"If everyone speaks, he should do it 
as one speaking the very words of 
God. If anyone serves, he should do 
it with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be praised 
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through Jesus Christ. To him be the 
glory and the power for ever and 
ever. Amen" 

As the verse above our group spoke the words of God 
through devotions and VBS. We also served the Lord 
through our strenuous work and the strength was all 
provided by God. It was really amazing how much 
work we accomplished in so little time, and most of the 
time under the beating sun! 
This is my second trip to Mexico and fourth missionary 
trip. Every trip I go on is special and unique in its one 
way. This year I noticed even more of Mexico's beauty 
and culture. I clearly saw God in everything I looked at 
and it gave me such an inner peace. When I look at 
Mexico and anything from a different perspective, I 
grasp so much more than I would normally see. 
I was also one of the directors of the VBS and I was so 

amazed at the love that the 
Mexican people have. The moment I first set my eyes 
on the children I fell in love with them. They were so 
determined to learn and memorize the bible verses that 
we gave them. The power and volume of their voices 
when they sang and said the verses was so uplifting. 
When it came time to give prizes to the kids who 
memorized the most bible verses, there were to many! 

I also felt a strong bond within our group. New 
friendships were formed and old ones grew even 
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stronger. I was so blessed to be on this trip and I want to 
especially thank everyone for all the support given. 
Thank you and God Bless! 

Deanna 
Butcher 
College 
Freshman 

VBS Director 

This was my first trip to Mexico. I have enjoyed it very 
much. I've made friendships here that will last me a life 
time. It was amazing to watch God work in everyone's 
life. 

I was amazed by how everyone in Missionary 
Builders works together to accomplish what is needed 
to be done. Whether it's painting, weed pulling, 
cleaning, or moving dirt. Everyone pulled together 
and worked as a team. 

Stephanie Barlow 
Sophomore 

Music Committee 
 

What touched me the most on this trip was how the older 
Mexican boys really wanted to hear the word but would 
not come into the church. They would hang around the 
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doors or the windows. My prayer is that a seed was 
planted with these young men. 

Michael Lassley 
Father to Jordan, James 

Husband to 
Ruth Auto 
Committee 

I had a great time in Mexico! I feel that we got a lot 
accomplished. VBS was a lot of fun because I got to 
mess around with the kids and they didn't know what I 
was saying. I was on the auto repair with Mike Lassley 
and we had a peachy keen time. I had a wonderful time 
with all of the people on this trip. 

Mark Bartojay 
Junior 

Brother to Jennifer, inga, Ryan 
Travel Committee 

"And whose greatness is manifest throughout all the 
earth" is a line from one of the songs we have sung 
regularly on the trip, and it certainly describes what we 
witnessed in the four states and Mexico as we traveled. 
The wonder and beauty of God's creation. Including the 
Mexican people, we came in contact with in the village 
of Santa Rita, was a daily blessing. 
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We were also blessed with outstanding weather, safe 
travel, praise worthy music and heart-warming 
fellowship. Thanks to all those who through their prayers 
and contributions made our trip possible. 

Mark McKinnie’s 
Father to Shawn, Amber 
Money Committee 

God has handpicked the group of individuals that went to 
Mexico this year. Individuals isn't really the word for it 
though. By about the third day I felt I knew each person 
on the trip like a close family member. Through the 
devotions I learned so much about myself. Some good 
and some bad. I have come to grips with the bad and I'm 
going to rely on God's strength to change me. God never 
ceases to amaze me. 

All I can say is I'm glad things always work out for his 
will in the end. I know if they turned out the way I would 
want them to I would still be a baby in Christ. Thanks for 
all of your prayers and support! 

Ginger Denny 
Senior 

Sister 
to 
Quinn 
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Money 
-13- 

I've never learned so much about Christ, in so little time. 
After four months of personal turmoil and two years of 
spiritual turmoil it is a relief to have so many of my 
questions answered. 

This trip has changed my life. It was a lot of hard labor 
and heat. But that didn't stop God. There was a large 
language barrier but that didn't stop God. There was 
conflict in the group but that didn't stop God. In the end it 
was a group of unstoppable people doing the work in the 
name of God. God bless you. 

Justen Staufer 
College Freshman 
Money Committee 

Only one word can describe this trip to Mexico: love. The 
love of Christ was so apparent to me in everything that 
happened in Missionary Builders. From traveling to 
singing, painting to praying, scrubbing to digging, and 
tearing down cactus fields to building up children's 
hearts. God's love abided in our hearts and our actions. I 
learned a lot from our daily devotions and fellowship in 
which we all were so eager to learn the way of Jesus. My 
only regret to going on this trip is coming home. But I 
know that I have a renewed spirit once again to do the 



73 
 

work of Christ. Thanks for all those who supported this 
missionary trip and to those who put many hours in 
leadership to make Missionary Builders the blessing that 
it is. 

Will Hitzges 
College Freshman 
Brother to Julie 
Music Committee 

This trip has been hard for me in many ways but I've 
learned many things. While I was working, I was always 
tempted to slack off but I continually reminded myself 
that "nothing is too hard for God." God did not take 
these temptations from me but he brought me through 
them. 
During this trip I learned to listen more and talk less 
which is a value I have always respected but never had. 
Commitment has been another one of God's teachings to 
me. I've learned that it just doesn't come in a package 
when you accept Christ but that it takes discipline, hard 
work, and accountability to someone else. Over all this 
trip has taught me many things and has helped me grow 
spiritually. I do not know of any way I can thank you for 
all you have done for me. 
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"I know men, and I will tell you that Jesus Christ is no 
mere man. Between Him and every other person in the 
world there is no possible term of comparison. 
Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded 
empires. But on what did we rest the creations of our 
genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His empire 
upon love; and at this hour, millions of men would die for 
Him." Napoleon Bonaparte 

hot days, dirt and sticky mud, a "pinata" that refused to 
break and a sick one or two Missionary Builder who 
recovered quickly. Yet "nothing proved to be too hard for 
our God." In a flash the hectic moment passed - Spanish 
Bibles and Tracks crossed the border which before were 
forbidden. Through all of this and a safe trip home we all 
have to answer resoundingly "There is nothing too hard 
for God." Each Missionary Builder learned a lesson of 
great magnitude and eternal value as by faith we were 
shown the answer to Jeremiah's question in Jeremiah 
32:27. Nothing we met on the trip- - - and nothing we 
meet in life is too hard for God when we are by faith 
trusting in Him. What a Great trip and what a "Great 
God!" 
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Missionary Builders Trip to Iowa 
 

To Friends of Fellow Iowans: 
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Linda, Jack, Torrance, Ellen, and Phyllis, all seniors, 
flooded out, have you to thank for Missionary Builder 
assistance in Des Moines the weekend of July 24 and 25. 
Your monetary contribution did powerful work and each 
of the above were strengthened by the assistance they 
received. Homes were cleaned, trash removed, and 
basements looking like war zones were restored to 
some semblance of order. 

Ralph, a young father gentle in spirit, was extremely 
thankful for the nail removal and kitchen cleaning we 
assisted in. A few months earlier he had completed 
remodeling his home. Now, every piece of drywall, 
plaster, lath, and carpet was in a trash heap out by the 
curb. His home was reduced to only framing studs. Yet 
he remained soft, gentle, and very appreciative to our 
young people who have you to thank for sending them 
there. 
One more important item. A local pastor, 51 years of 
age, recently diagnosed with terminal throat cancer 
received $400.00 from YOU to assist in rebuilding his 
flooded home. YOU DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

God loves your gift and so does Missionary Builders. 

Jim 
D
av
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is 
Fa
th
er 

After hearing and reading the news for the past month 
about the flooding in Iowa, my home state, we 
experienced firsthand the disaster. What a disaster for 
so many families! We can't begin to comprehend what it 
feels like to have your home and possessions completely 
ruined. But then the blessings come--so many people 
helping people! 

I feel very fortunate to have been a part of God's work 
on this trip. We had a great "community" time on the 
road and we worked hard to help people clean the mud 
and destroyed belongings out of their homes. Help us, 
Lord, to love one another all the time. 

Kat
hl
e
e
n 
M
ot
h
er 
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This trip showed me that not all people are as 
fortunate as us. The house that we cleaned was almost 
totally destroyed. It also showed me that if many people 
take the time to help other people, they can serve God and 
help their country. I feel that we may have given hope to 
many people whose houses were thought to be completely 
ruined. Hopefully, the help we gave will give these people a 
chance to live a normal life again. I only wish we could have 
helped more people. 

Steve 
Ozmai 
High 
School 
Junior 

On this trip to Iowa, we really encountered 
devastation to a major degree. Seeing people's homes, 
furniture, and special treasures destroyed gave me a 
renewed sense of what life is really all about. We hold 
on so tightly to our things but can so quickly see them 
destroyed. All the "things" we value really can be taken 
from us at any moment. What cannot be destroyed, 
however, is the human spirit. People pulling together, 
sharing and despairing together lets me see more 
clearly that the greatest value we have IS each other 
and to get lost in material possessions means we may 
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never understand the joy of human closeness. I 
sometimes wonder if God doesn't do this just for this 
reason: to bring us all together when we get off track 
and lost in our everyday lives. If you ever have this 
opportunity take it - you'll not only help others, you'll 
also help yourself. 

Michelle Ozmai 
School Teacher 

Many things have happened this weekend that have 
changed us for the better. Even though these people 
were in a hard work situation, most of them were trying 
to do the work but had given up because they had been 
going at it so many hours. One of the ladies we helped 
had decided that she wouldn't look at anything, but 
when we came, she cheered up and started helping. One 
man was in need of cleaning and when we started 
cleaning, he thought that he was in the way and left. 
Some neighbors had shown real spirit and gotten 
together and helped each other. They were all sharing 
tools, meals, and even drinks. It amazes me that so 
many people are so friendly because when you looked 
around anywhere else, it just seemed dead, but this 
town wasn't. 

L
ucas High 
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School 
Junior 

First, I would like to thank each and every person 
who have in every way. I was very reluctant to ask for 
money and very surprised at how willing people were to 
give. Your gifts were very appreciated.  
This weekend God gave us an awesome opportunity to 
serve Him. We got to clean the house of a man with a 
16-month-old baby girl and all that was left of the house 
was 2x4's and a floor and a roof. I expected him to be 
angry about his situation but as we worked, he began to 
talk to us about ourselves. He wanted to get to know us 
instead of dwell upon himself. That encouraged me. I 
realized that although some people may think our 1 1/2 
days of work was in vain, but it was for the Lord because 
He tells us to feed His sheep and serve one another, so 
the Lord's work is never in vain. He not only gives us the 
opportunity to serve in Iowa, but right here at home; we 
just have to look for it. Thank you and I love you all! 

L
ove, 
Andie 
High 
School 
Senior 
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I just wanted to say it was a privilege to go on a trip 
with all the people from Colorado. It was really special 
and fun to be around them. I learned a lot about Jesus 
and that He loves us no matter what, and that He's 
always there for you through the hard times. For 
example, we cleaned a house for a man named Jack 
who has arthritis. His house was so small and he was 
dealing with it. He was funny and really fun to be 
around (when he was around). His house was also dirty 
from the flood. God helped him through it and I'm glad 
God did that for him. 
The boys helped with a basement that had mud from 
the flood. Said they didn't want to stop until it was 
done. When they were done and came to help other 
people, I was so proud of them. They weren't afraid to 
get down and dirty for strangers. I was also proud of 
everybody else because even though the people were 
strangers, they went in there and worked no matter 
what it was. We were able to help a lot of people. I'm 
really thankful for this trip. 

Sandy 
Husto
n 
Sevent
h 
Grade 
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It was a great opportunity to meet and help people. 
It was exciting to serve my country and it seemed like I 
was doing something really beneficial. There were many 
opportunities to help my country and specific 
individuals. It feels cool when someone wants help as 
much as they did. 

Ju
stin 
High 
Scho
ol 

When we were traveling to Iowa, I was trying to 
imagine what kind of work we were going to be doing. I 
never thought that we would be actually be helping 
home owners remove everything that was destroyed in 
their homes and dumping the stuff on the curb so it 
could be hauled off. What surprised me the most was 
the willingness and help from all of the volunteers. One 
morning one other guy and I were helping a guy clean 
out his basement and by the end of the day there were 
about eight of us. I really enjoyed watching the 
communities pull together to help each other out. 

Scott 
High School Senior 
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Ten Missionary Builders went to Iowa. The work was 
hard and dirty, but never once did we hear any 
complaining. Everyone worked with a spirit of love and 
compassion. Our time was short, but we accomplished 
much. I encourage you to pray for the flood victims and 
thank you so much for your support. God Bless. 

Ruth Lassley 

Mother 
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MISSIONARY BUILDERS 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

1996 FALL TRIP 

Dear Supporters of Friends of Missionary Builders, 

What a blessing. We had the opportunity to serve and 
assist 70,000 Christian men at Promise Keepers in Dallas 
on October 25 and 26. 

In worldly thinking we drove over 800 miles one way to 
hand out magazines and take magazine subscriptions. 
Simple, stupid, dumb? 

In the spiritual world of Jesus, we simply served His 
people - encouraging men to read New Man magazine 
and to subscribe to a magazine that can help bring them 
closer to the walk-in life God, the Father, wants for 
them. 

Read carefully the following reports. Because you 
helped make the trip possible, spiritual truth has been 
revealed in the lives of the people on this trip - 
especially in the young people. They now know the true 
spiritual joy of simple service and obedience to our 
Savior. Thank you for your faithfulness - you are 
mighty in the lives of many. 

Jim Davis 
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"The Dad" 

This trip was different than any other trip I've been on 
because of 1) it was a small group, 2) there was no 
Vacation Bible School, and 3) there was no work. I 
thought we would be in a tent on the outside helping sell 
T-shirts, hats, and books. We were so blessed to pass out 
New Man magazines and sign them up for subscriptions. 

The reason we were blessed was that we were inside the 
stadium gates and had the opportunity to go into the 
actual stadium and see 70,000 men sing and pray. I 
witnessed the altar call and the prayer when the men got 
down on their knees to ask God for help to be better 
servants and leaders in their homes. Every time I peeked 
in to look at the men, I got goose bumps and tears in my 
eyes to see so many Christian men singing, praying, 
praising God our Savior, or just listening to the speakers. 
It was definitely awesome. 

All of the men were so kind! !!!!! Jim and Erick were 
able to go in and join any time they wanted to which was 
great! 

There were seven of us on this trip and everybody was 
wonderful. We had a wonderful time together - a lot of 
fellowship and good times. This would not have been 
possible without your support - May God bless you 
always! ! ! 
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In His Name, 
Kay McCauley 

Mother to Sam 
McCauley 

It was a very good time traveling 837 miles from Conifer 
to Dallas and I will enjoy going on other mission trips. 
What I got out of this trip was that I got to hand out 

magazines to a lot of men and the other thing I got 
out of it was that everyone was very caring and nice to 
us volunteers. 

What I did not like was that people were smoking, but 
there was nothing we could do about it. Something else I 
loved is that the men got down on their knees to pray. I 
would like to work for Promise Keepers in Denver 
sometime for volunteer help. 

Erick Howell 
High School Senior 

This is the fourth trip that I have been on. When we 
went down to Dallas, Texas, I thought we would be 
standing in the heat passing out magazines and stuff. 
When we went to Promise Keepers, we had so much 
fun because we got to relieve people so they could eat 
and we would work at the tables for them. It was 
amazing how many men there were. 



87 
 

This trip was small, but fun, and it was easier to get to 
know the people on the trip. 

Sam McCauley 
Eighth Grade 

Daughter to Kay 
McCauley 

This is my first Missionary Builders trip and I thought it 
was wonderful! Everyone here is sweet! They are always 
willing and attentive. I am glad I got to know them all. 

When we went to Promise Keepers, it was really 
amazing. I got so much more out of it than I had 
expected. Even though we were doing a very small job 
we still were able to reap the joys of being there. 

A couple of things that I will always remember about our 
trip is that first, I made some new friends and second, I 
witnessed an event in which 70,000 men came to worship 
God and fellowship with other men. This trip brought me 
closer to God also. Even when this trip is over, I will 
always remember the fun and the joy we had in serving 
our Creator. 

Thank you so 
much, Bethany 
Eckel 
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Eighth Grade 

-2- 
This was my first trip as a Missionary Builder (and not 
my last) and it more than filled every expectation I had. I 
had such a wonderful time and made so many new 
friends. I feel this trip has brought me one step closer to 
God. When I saw all of those men together praising God 
I wanted to shout for joy. I felt very blessed to be able to 
participate and help with an event like Promise Keepers. 

This trip brought the verse alive that talks about it being 
better to give than to receive. God gave back to me what 
I gave and more just by seeing the thanks on the men's 
faces. This trip has also taught me the importance of 
witnessing to people, whether it be by our mouths or our 
actions, and if we do this God will bless us. I feel that 
God has blessed me by this trip and will continue to 
bless me if I keep doing what He wants me to. 

God Bless, 
Melissa Hahn 

High School 
Freshman 
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This trip was as wonderful as they always are. Before 
we left, we were told that there was not really a chance 
that we would be able to get into the stadium. We were 
told that if we got the chance to look into the actual 
stadium to go for it. 

Well, when we arrived at the Volunteer booth it didn't 
look like we would even be able to work, but after a 
while they told us that we would be INSIDE the stadium 
area. We were so blessed because of it. 

All we did was pass out free magazines and sign people 
up for subscriptions, but it was wonderful to see their 
smiles and hear them say thank you. Every man I saw had 
a smile on his face. It was a huge encouragement to 
realize how many Christians there are out there. 

When I got a chance to look in at all of the men it was 
awesome. I saw the men during one of the prayers and 
it was awesome to see them all on their knees. When 
they were singing, everyone would hold hands and you 
could feel the Holy Spirit there. 

Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to 
witness this spectacular event. 

God Bless, 
Sarah Watson 

College Freshman 
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but those who wait upon the LORD will renew 
their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be 
faint. 

Isaiah 40: 31 
MISSIONARY BUILDERS 

DALLAS, TEXAS 
1996 FALL TRIP 

Dear Supporters of Friends of Missionary Builders, 
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What a blessing. We had the opportunity to serve and 
assist 70,000 Christian men at Promise Keepers in Dallas 
on October 25 and 26. 

In worldly thinking we drove over 800 miles one way to 
hand out magazines and take magazine subscriptions. 
Simple, stupid, dumb? 

In the spiritual world of Jesus, we simply served His 
people - encouraging men to read New Man magazine 
and to subscribe to a magazine that can help bring them 
closer to the walk-in life God, the Father, wants for 
them. 

Read carefully the following reports. Because you 
helped make the trip possible, spiritual truth has been 
revealed in the lives of the people on this trip - 
especially in the young people. They now know the true 
spiritual joy of simple service and obedience to our 
Savior. Thank you for your faithfulness - you are 
mighty in the lives of many. 

Jim Davis 
"The Dad" 

This trip was different than any other trip I've been on 
because of 1) it was a small group, 2) there was no 
Vacation Bible School, and 3) there was no work. I 
thought we would be in a tent on the outside helping sell 
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T-shirts, hats, and books. We were so blessed to pass out 
New Man magazines and sign them up for subscriptions. 

The reason we were blessed was that we were inside the 
stadium gates and had the opportunity to go into the 
actual stadium and see 70,000 men sing and pray. I 
witnessed the altar call and the prayer when the men got 
down on their knees to ask God for help to be better 
servants and leaders in their homes. Every time I peeked 
in to look at the men, I got goose bumps and tears in my 
eyes to see so many Christian men singing, praying, 
praising God our Savior, or just listening to the speakers. 
It was definitely awesome. 

All of the men were so kind! !!!!! Jim and Erick were 
able to go in and join any time they wanted to which was 
great! 

There were seven of us on this trip and everybody was 
wonderful. We had a wonderful time together - a lot of 
fellowship and good times. This would not have been 
possible without your support - May God bless you 
always! ! ! 

In His Name, 
Kay McCauley 

Mother to Sam 
McCauley 
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It was a very good time traveling 837 miles from Conifer 
to Dallas and I will enjoy going on other mission trips. 
What I got out of this trip was that I got to hand out 

magazines to a lot of men and the other thing I got 
out of it was that everyone was very caring and nice to 
us volunteers. 

What I did not like was that people were smoking, but 
there was nothing we could do about it. Something else I 
loved is that the men got down on their knees to pray. I 
would like to work for Promise Keepers in Denver 
sometime for volunteer help. 

Erick Howell 
High School Senior 

This is the fourth trip that I have been on. When we 
went down to Dallas, Texas, I thought we would be 
standing in the heat passing out magazines and stuff. 
When we went to Promise Keepers, we had so much 
fun because we got to relieve people so they could eat 
and we would work at the tables for them. It was 
amazing how many men there were. 

This trip was small, but fun, and it was easier to get to 
know the people on the trip. 

Sam McCauley 
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Eighth Grade 
Daughter to Kay 
McCauley 

This is my first Missionary Builders trip and I thought it 
was wonderful! Everyone here is sweet! They are always 
willing and attentive. I am glad I got to know them all. 

When we went to Promise Keepers, it was really 
amazing. I got so much more out of it than I had 
expected. Even though we were doing a very small job 
we still were able to reap the joys of being there. 

A couple of things that I will always remember about our 
trip is that first, I made some new friends and second, I 
witnessed an event in which 70,000 men came to worship 
God and fellowship with other men. This trip brought me 
closer to God also. Even when this trip is over, I will 
always remember the fun and the joy we had in serving 
our Creator. 

Thank you so 
much, Bethany 
Eckel 

Eighth Grade 
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-2- 
This was my first trip as a Missionary Builder (and not 
my last) and it more than filled every expectation I had. I 
had such a wonderful time and made so many new 
friends. I feel this trip has brought me one step closer to 
God. When I saw all of those men together praising God 
I wanted to shout for joy. I felt very blessed to be able to 
participate and help with an event like Promise Keepers. 

This trip brought the verse alive that talks about it being 
better to give than to receive. God gave back to me what 
I gave and more just by seeing the thanks on the men's 
faces. This trip has also taught me the importance of 
witnessing to people, whether it be by our mouths or our 
actions, and if we do this God will bless us. I feel that 
God has blessed me by this trip and will continue to 
bless me if I keep doing what He wants me to. 

God Bless, 
Melissa Hahn 

High School 
Freshman 

This trip was as wonderful as they always are. Before 
we left, we were told that there was not really a chance 
that we would be able to get into the stadium. We were 
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told that if we got the chance to look into the actual 
stadium to go for it. 

Well, when we arrived at the Volunteer booth it didn't 
look like we would even be able to work, but after a 
while they told us that we would be INSIDE the stadium 
area. We were so blessed because of it. 

All we did was pass out free magazines and sign people 
up for subscriptions, but it was wonderful to see their 
smiles and hear them say thank you. Every man I saw had 
a smile on his face. It was a huge encouragement to 
realize how many Christians there are out there. 

When I got a chance to look in at all of the men it was 
awesome. I saw the men during one of the prayers and 
it was awesome to see them all on their knees. When 
they were singing, everyone would hold hands and you 
could feel the Holy Spirit there. 

Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to 
witness this spectacular event. 

God Bless, 
Sarah Watson 

College Freshman 
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“but those who wait upon  
the LORD will renew 

their strength. 
They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run 
and not grow weary; they 
will walk and not be faint.” 


